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Newsletter No. 1 

IMPORTANT 
REMINDERS: TERM 1 
Full details of events can be found in the 
newsletter under Excursion/Activities. 

 

Parents are always very welcome to attend      
Friday afternoon assemblies.  Our first assembly 

will take place this week on  
Friday the 2nd of February.  

Hope to see you there! 
Assembly usually commences at 2.45pm.   

 
 

PLEASE RETURN FORMS  
 Young Leaders Grade 6  
permission form 
 Swimming Cluster permission 

form Foundation to Grade 6  

Pyalong General Store Lunch Orders 

Lunch orders are available on Fridays only  

(starting this Friday 2 Feb). 

A new price list/menu was sent  home today.   

This weeks focus is 

 

I keep hands and feet to  

myself. 
 

January 

Wed 31st—Foundation Rest Day 

February 

Wed 7th—Foundation Rest Day 

Wed 7th—Welcome BBQ 

Thu 8th—Parents Club AGM 

4.30pm @ school 

Fri 9th—Swimming Cluster 

Wed 14th—Foundation Rest Day 

Feb 16th—Halogen Young Leaders 

Grade 6 students  

Tue 20th—State School Spectacular 

Rehearsal—South Morang 

Wed 21st—Foundation Rest Day 

Fri 23rd District Swimming—

Seymour pool –selected team 

Wed 28th—Foundation Rest Day 

March 
Tue 5th—Division Swimming—

Selected team 

Tue 19th—School Photo’s 

Welcome BBQ 

Wednesday 7th January 

5pm—6.30pm 

All families welcome 
Please return the form 

sent home today. 
Meat and Bread supplied, 

please bring a salad or 

dessert to share. 

 



 2 

Values Document:Bee—Sunday 6th October 1p.m until 5 p.m 

School Council has decided to have a working bee on Sunday 6
th
 October the day before 

the students return to school on Monday 7
th
 October.  Hope you can come along and help.  

A list of jobs and tools required was attached to the newsletter last week. 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden 

The work is really coming along at a cracking pace, the outside of the veranda is almost 
completed, the old vinyl flooring has been lifted, the plaster on the inside of the new wall 
has been completed and the plumbing and electrical work roughed in.  The painter has 
been organised, the colours chosen for the walls, ceiling and windows.  The kitchen 
cabinets should be installed in a couple of weeks.   
The front of the old building will be cleaned up, the drinking taps placed at the side of the 
building, the water tanks removed and as much of the old pipes etc removed.  The outside 
area of this historic school building will also be repainted, e.g.  windows, doors, finials and 
eaves,  
The garden area of this project will see the development of an Italian feel garden, 

espaliered fruit trees, olive trees, herbs, tubs with lemon and lime trees, pizza oven (with 

money donated from Dr. and Mrs. Hudson).  Thank goodness for the creativity of Susie 

who can envisage what needs to be carried out in this area. 

 

  

 

Welcome back everyone!  

  

It is so lovely to be back! Our students all settled in very well and there is a real buzz of excitement around 

the school. I would like to take this opportunity to extend a very warm welcome to all of our new families; 

we are very excited to have you as part of our school community. This year we have 89 students at the 

school which is so fantastic!  

  

Class programs for 2024 

Our specialist programs for the year commence this week with Art, Health and Physical Ed, Gardening, 

STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics), Inquiry, Library, Indonesian and Kitchen (for 

Year 6 students). The whole school timetable is attached to this week’s newsletter.  

  

We have Mrs Taylor and Mrs Thrift working a combined 3 days a week through the tutoring in schools’ 

initiative. They will be working 1:1 with individual students and small groups to provide extra support in 

literacy. Mrs Taylor will continue to teach Indonesian across the school and is also stepping up into a     

literacy leadership role. Robyn will be providing small group sessions with students each day to support 

literacy development. Mrs Maher is teaching Sport across the school and will continue in the role of Well-

being Leader and Disability Inclusion coordinator. Dave is taking on the new STEM role in the school and 

classroom teachers will now be taking on the gardening class. Mrs Hodge will be here each week to teach 

Art.  

 

Our major focus for this year is Mathematics which will be a major component of staff professional       

learning sessions throughout 2024. Reading will continue to be a focus and the best way that you can as-

sist is to ensure that you read with your child/ren each night at home. Please ensure that you complete 

your child’s home reading diary each day.  

 

New staff 

This year we welcome several new staff members. 

Mrs B and Mrs Gready (pronounced Gradey) will be sharing the 3/4 classroom. Both teachers come to us 

with a wealth of experience and have both held leadership positions in their previous schools.  

Mrs W is our new year 5/6 teacher. She comes across from the private system and was here a few years 

ago as a preservice teacher. 

We are very lucky to have a new staff member, Brianna, to support our focus on Wellbeing. Brianna is a 

qualified counsellor and will support staff and students with strategies to support and foster positive   

wellbeing. 

We have two new education support staff, Lizzy and Caitlin. Mrs Hodge will be here each week to teach 

Art.  

 

Parent Volunteers 

We are always seeking parent volunteers to assist across the school. Whether it be reading with students, 

helping in the garden or kitchen program or as a member of our parents and friends club. If you can assist 

in any way, please give me a call, or come into the office for a chat. We would love to have you! 
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Values Document:Bee—Sunday 6th October 1p.m until 5 p.m 

School Council has decided to have a working bee on Sunday 6
th
 October the day before 

the students return to school on Monday 7
th
 October.  Hope you can come along and help.  

A list of jobs and tools required was attached to the newsletter last week. 
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The front of the old building will be cleaned up, the drinking taps placed at the side of the 
building, the water tanks removed and as much of the old pipes etc removed.  The outside 
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espaliered fruit trees, olive trees, herbs, tubs with lemon and lime trees, pizza oven (with 

money donated from Dr. and Mrs. Hudson).  Thank goodness for the creativity of Susie 

who can envisage what needs to be carried out in this area. 

 

  

 

Sun smart  

Students will need to wear a wide-brimmed hat from the start of September until the end of April, as part 

of the school’s Sun  Smart policy. We abide by the ‘No Hat No Play’ rule so if your child/ren does not have 

a hat, they will be required to play in the large shed at recesses and lunchtimes. If you would like to pro-

vide sunscreen for your child, the roll-on type is possibly the most easily stored in schoolbags. There is also 

sunscreen available in each classroom. 

 
School Council 

The beginning of a new school year also signals the time for the reconvening our School Council. This year 

we have three members retiring from School Council. I would like to take the opportunity to thank Jo 

Guard, Megan Martin and Sean Walsh for their hard work and dedication to ensuring best outcomes for 

our school and students. Your efforts are really appreciated. Please consider completing a nomination form 

if you are interested in the overall operation of our school and would like to have some input in the      

present and future direction of the school. School Council usually meets twice a term. A nomination form 

is available at the office. Nominations will close next Tuesday the 6th of February at 4pm.  

 

Questions/Concerns? 

Please don’t hesitate to come and speak to me.  

 Mrs B 

Looking forward to a wonderful 2024! Let’s use this year to support one another and spread kindness 

 

 

 
Attendance  
Attendance is the number one key factor to your child’s learning. It’s vital that students go to 
school every day - even in the early years of primary school. School participation will help your 
child develop important skills, knowledge and values to further their learning and participation in 
the community. Attending school every day also helps your child develop crucial social and emo-
tional skills such as good communication, resilience and the ability to work in teams.  
Top attendance tips for parents  
• Schools want to work in partnership with parents—act early if you have any concerns by con-
tacting the school and asking for advice and support.  
• Remember that every day counts.  
• Act early if you have concerns about your child's attendance and connectedness to school.  
• There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them be-
hind, and can affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness.  
• Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day.  
• Open and prompt communication with the school about all absences is a good idea.  
• Avoid making routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning fami-
ly holidays during the term.  
• Help your child maintain daily routines such as a regular bedtime and getting a good night’s 
sleep.  
• Don’t let your child stay home unless genuinely sick. Complaints of headaches or stomach 
aches may be signs of anxiety.  
• Reward appropriate behaviour and don’t unintentionally reward unwanted behaviour by letting 
children who stay home have access to their devices and the internet.  
• Seek help from the teacher or myself if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and 
wellbeing.  
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Hello Pyalong Primary School Community! 

 
I'm Brianna Bell, and I am beyond excited to join the Wellbeing Team here 

at Pyalong Primary School. With a bachelor’s degree in Psychological Sci-

ence and Counselling, I am enthusiastic about contributing to the overall 

wellbeing of our incredible students and their families. 

 
My goal and passion is to create a supportive and nurturing environment 

where every individual can not only flourish emotionally but also excel aca-
demically. I am dedicated to fostering a sense of belonging and empower-

ment within our school community.  
I'm eagerly looking forward to the upcoming year and I am honoured to be 

part of this journey with all of you, aiming to make a positive impact with 

the Pyalong Primary School community. 

 

Warm regards, 

Brianna Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 6 Leadership roles for 2024 

Captain— Tayla 

Captain— Brendan 

Vice Captain— Kayla 

Vice Captain— Emmerson 

Wellbeing Captain— Corey 

Wellbeing Captain–  Audrey 
 

 

January 

4th—Ryan G 

         Matilda  

13th—Kayla 

16th– Braxton 

19th—Archie 

29th—Kiera M 

30th—Ayla  

31st—Willow 

February 

5th—Madeline 

Volunteers Needed 
We are currently looking for Mums, Dads, Grandparents, volunteers to come and assist with the 

following; 

 Classroom reading and changing students Take Home Books. 

 Helping in the SAKG—garden 

 Helping in the SAKG—cooking 

Please pop in and let the office/teachers know what particular day suits you. 

ALL VOLUNTEERS NEED TO HAVE A WORKING WITH CHILDRENS CHECK. 
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THANK YOU to the following; 

 
• Natures Edge Landscaping for the donation of some of 

the soft rubber fall for the new sensory garden. 

• Chris Ryan for the granitic sand. 
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CATASTROPHIC DAYS 
As a school on the bushfire risk register, Pyalong Primary School is serious about fire 

safety.  We have an emergency management plan and schedule regular evacuation and 

shelter in place drills.  Once a CATASTROPHIC DAY is declared NO students are to 

attend school on this day.  No change in weather conditions (ie sudden cool change) 

will alter the decision to close. 
It is important that you have your own fire plan in place and are ready to follow it.  It is 

also very important that we have correct contact numbers for you and that you        

respond to messages or phone calls as quickly as possible. 

Please see the attached for more information. 

Breakfast Club  
Thursdays from 8.00am 

Starting Thursday 15th February 
Items being served for breakfast will be cereal, toast with 
vegemite or honey, bake beans, fruit cups and milk. 

Breakfast Club will be run by Brooke Maher 

 

Sun Smart Hats 
All children are required to wear wide brimmed 

hats at school.  No hat = No Outdoor play.   
Hats are available from the office for $8.50 each.  

Please write your child’s name clearly on your 

hat. 

EFT Payments 
EFT payments can be made to the following account 
Please quote your surname and brief  description of 
what it is for, (eg: BASC) 
Pyalong Primary School  
BSB: 083644 Acct: 51579 0937 

 

TERM DATES 
 

Term 1—290 January to 28 March 

Term 2—15 April to 28 June 

Term 3—15 July to 20 September 

Term 4—7 October to 20 December 

Drink bottles 
Please ensure that your child has a 
drink bottle to bring to school each day 
and fill with water only as we do not 
allow children to drink cordial or juice 
at school (except for Friday lunch     
orders).  
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SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS   
Tuesday 19th March 2024 

School photographs are taken once a year and        
include individual, family, class and whole school   
photographs.    Money is collected in envelopes and 
paid directly to the photographers.  Students need to 
be in full school uniform on the day. 

Form will go out later in February 

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE / AMBULANCE COVER 
As a public school, Pyalong Primary School does not provide any insurance for lost 

or stolen property for staff and students. We also do not provide any health         

insurance cover. In the event of an accident causing injury to a child we must call 

an ambulance to ensure the child receives proper medical attention. The fees for 

the trip in an ambulance will be payable by the family whose child requires care. 

This is Department of Education and Training Policy.  
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Foundation Wednesday  

Rest Day—February 
During February, Foundation (prep) students will 

have Wednesdays off as a rest day.   

First Rest Day is tomorrow, Wednesday 31st Jan 

 
Rest Days—7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th February. 

Swimming Sports and Water Activity Day 

Friday 9th February 

Grade  F —6 
Swimming sports at Lancefield Pool. 
We will be competing with Tallarook and  Willowmavin Primary School 
 

Children will travel by bus leaving Pyalong Primary School at approximately 9am and return by 3pm 
BRING: Bathers, Towel, googles, sunscreen, Hat, Snack, Lunch and drinks 
Wear school uniform with bathers underneath. 
Cost—Free 
 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR EXCURSION FORMS BY THURSDAY 8TH FEB  

Fri 16th February—Halogen Young Leaders Melbourne  

Grade 6 Students 
Thank you to parents club for paying for the entry of each student.  Saving parents $55/child 

Speakers are  

Anastasia Woolmer—Science/Environment 

Bryson Klein—Sport 

Jane Bunn—Media 

Melissa Barbieri—Sport 

Tain departing Kilmore East at 7.28am (please arrive at the station by 7.15am) 

Returning to Kilmore East at 4.40pm for pick up 

 
Travel by train. Please have a MYKI Child /Concession Card for your child that is topped up for 

the train travel (cost for the travel by train from Kilmore East to Southern Cross return is $5.30 

per child/concession) 

Please return permission form by Tuesday 13th March 

Cluster Swimming Carnival Volunteers 
Next Friday the 9th of Feb is our cluster swimming carnival at the Lancefield pool. Our cluster includes 

Tallarook Primary, Willowmavin Primary and Pyalong Primary. All students are involved, foundation to 

grade 6. The students in grades 3-6 will be involved in swimming races and students in foundation to 

grade 2 will be involved in rotation activities on the grass area’s round the pool and in the toddler 

pool. 
It would be great to see parents come along and cheer on our students or if you would like to be in-

volved in the day we would love your help. 
If you can help out on the day, please let Mrs Maher or Heather in the office know.  
Looking forward to a great day!!!! 
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HOT LUNCHES 
We have pie-warmers for heating lunches. Students’ names are to be clearly marked on the container or 
foil wrap and will be delivered to the room at lunch eating times. Forks and Spoons must be supplied from 
home. No student should bring food requiring a knife.  
 
DAILY TIMES  
School commences each day at 9:00am and the roll is taken before 9:10am. Please sign your child in at the 
office if you arrive after 9:00am for any reason. Please sign your child out at the office if you need to take 
them early for an appointment. Students MUST be signed in or out by an adult.  
Recess begins at 11:00 am until 11:30 am 
Lunch is eaten in the classroom from 1:30 – 1:40 pm  
Lunch recess is from 1:40 – 2:20 pm  
School finishes at 3:20 A-K  3:30pm L-Z 
Please ensure that you pick up your child/ren promptly after school each day as it minimises anxiety for the 
child and ensures that staff Professional Learning sessions can occur in a timely manner.  
 
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL  
Under guidelines from the DET, any student who is to take any medication at school must have a          
completed Medical Authority Form, available from the office, outlining the type of medication, dose and 
times and must be signed by a parent/guardian.  
All medication is to be brought to Admin for safe storage. No student is to have any type of medication in 
his or her school bag.  
 
ABSENCES 
All student absences must be explained by a note or phone call as required by DET [the Department of Ed-
ucation and Training].  Unexplained absences will be followed up via a phone call to parents on the day of 
absence. 
 
ASTHMA 
If your child suffers from asthma, you will need to complete an “Asthma Management Plan” available from 
the office.  This form will need to be completed by the child’s doctor and will be maintained on file at the 
school.  It will need to be updated each year.  Your child should supply their own puffer and spacer. 
 
ANAPHYLAXIS 
If your child is anaphylaxis it is important you supply an Anaphylaxis Action Plan approved by your doctor.   
You must also supply an EPIPEN  
 
COLLECTION BOX 
Located at the front office of the main school building, is a Collection Box which is used to return surveys, 
permission forms, money for excursions, etc. 
Please ensure all money sent to the office is safely secured in an envelope with child’s name, amount en-
closed and what the money is for. 
 
CONFIDENTIAL STUDENT INFORMATION 
Are your emergency contact details up to date? 
It is important for the school to have up to date information for each child.  We are particularly concerned 
with Medical and Emergency Contact information.  It is important that the school is able to contact       
parents/relatives during school hours when necessary.  
Please ensure you have provided up to date emergency contact details for your child/children. 
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BASC is up and running for 2022 and the children 

have settled back in well. We have welcomed some 

new children into the group already. As numbers 

are limited please ensure you book your children in 

well in advance where possible.  Bookings can be 

made directly with the office on 57851291 or by 

calling Mandy on 0403357962  
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CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 
The CSEF will provide payments for eligible students to attend camps, sports and excursions. 
Families holding a valid means –tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply.  
$125 per year will be paid for eligible primary school students.  Payments will go directly to the school and 
be tied to the    student.  There is no refund to the parent of this money.  Please see the school office for 
more information. 
 
NEWSLETTER  
The school publishes a newsletter on a fortnightly basis.  Each other week a bulletin is sent out of           
important dates. These publications are published to the school web page and emailed to families each 
Tuesday. 
All items for inclusion in the newsletter should be approved by the Principal and handed in to the office by 
Monday afternoon. 
The newsletter contains: 
Information for parents, items from grades, recognition of student/school achievement, community an-
nouncements. 
 
We send forms home to be read and signed.  These need to be signed and returned to school 
 

 
              

 

 

Welcome back to BASC for 2024. 

 
BASC is up and running for 2024 and the children have settled back in well.  

We have welcomed some new children into the group already.  As numbers 

are limited please ensure you book your children in well in advance where 

possible. 
Bookings can be made directly with the office on 

5785 1291 or by calling Mandy on 0403 357 962. 
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HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday—Friday  7.00am—8.45am 

Monday—Friday 3.30pm—6.00pm 

Pyalong Primary School Policies can be viewed on the 

school web page. 

 www.pyalongps.vic.edu.au 
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BOOK CLUB Issue 6  

Due by FRIDAY  30th August 
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CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 

If you live more than 4.8km from your nearest bus stop or school, you may be eligible for conveyance allowance.  

This is paid to the school and reimbursed to the parent to help with the cost of student travel to and from a stu-

dent’s nearest government school.  Please ask at the school office for an application form.  This payment is made at 

the end of each semester. 

2024 
2024 

2024 

2024 

2024 

2024 


